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THE VALLEY ADVOCATE 


Charity in 


Politics 
(Continued from page 1) 

Reagan and the three living ex- 
presidents. More recently, 
Macauley's zeal and commitment 
to helping the impoverished 
helped get him named a Local 
Hero by New England Monthly 
magazine. But when charity 
meets international politics, 
things can get complicated. 
Americares’ operations over the 
past four years have made it 
some unusual friends that give 
the group a distinct conservative 
tinge. This is particularly appar- 


a 


ent in Central America, where 
Americares has been charged 
with providing material aid to the 
anti-Sandinista contras. Ameri- 
cares’ friends in Central America 
reportedly include the Rev. Sun 
Mying Moon's Unification 
Church, the far-right Catholic or- 
ganization Knights of Malta (see 
sidebar), The Christian Broad- 
casting Network (CBN) and the 
armed forces in Honduras, 
Guatemala and El Salvador. 
(Americares aid to the latter 
three countries has totaled $18 
million since 1983, with at least 
$3 million of it going to Nicara- 
guan refugees in Honduras.) 

Americares has been accused 
of allowing its Central American 
aid to be distributed by partisan 
groups fighting left-wing insur- 
gencies in Guatemala and El Sal- 
vador, and the Sandinista 


government in Managua. 
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Right’s Who’s Who 
Americares' board reads like a 
guide to American conservative 
power and influence. The honor- 
ary chairman of the group is 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, the hard-line 
national security adviser to Presi- 
dent Carter. Members of the ad- 
visory committee include 
arch-conservative and former 
Nixon Treasury Secretary William 
Simon (also a director of the 
Heritage Foundation), Prescott 
Bush (brother of Vice President 
George Bush, a prep school and 
college friend of Macauley’s), and 
retired general Richard Stilwell. 

The chairman of the advisory 
committee is J. Peter Grace, 
chairman of W.R. Grace and 
Company, who chaired Ronald 
Reagan's advisory Grace Com- 
mission. Grace got himself into 
trouble early in the Reagan years 
with racist statements about 


“MY FEELING IS 


THAT NONE OF 
THE AID GOES TO 
THE CONTRA 
FORCES, BUT I 
COULDN’T SAY 
THAT ABSOLUTELY 
NONE OF IT 
DOES.” 
- AMERICARES’ 
CHIEF BOB 
MACAULEY 


Puerto Ricans (‘‘They're all on 
welfare,” he said). Revelations 
about Grace's sponsorship of 
Nazi war criminal and scientist 
Otto Ambros, convicted of mass 
murder and slavery for his work 
at the I.G. Farben Chemical 
Company, caused Yeshiva 
University to cancel a planned 
award to the company executive 
in 1981. 

It was Grace, an old friend of 
Macauley’s, who recommended 
that Americares use the Knights 
of Malta as its distribution net- 
work in Central America. Grace 
is president of the U.S. Knights, 
known as the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta (SMOM). Many 
Grace Company executives are 
Knights as well. Other prominent 
U.S. Knights include CIA Direc- 
tor William Casey, former CIA 
director John McCone (who 


Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


coup in Chile), CIA “‘super 
spook’ James Angleton (alleged 
to have run what amounted to a 
CIA ‘‘Vatican desk"’), former 
Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig, William Simon, former Con- 
gresswoman and Ambassador to 
Italy Clare Boothe Luce (a 
“‘Dame”’ of Malta), and both Wil- 
liam and James Buckley. 

There are many cross- 
connections between Americares 


tributed $1 million in aid to refu- 

gees in Honduras. Church leaders 
are also active in the World Anti- 
Communist League (WACL). 


duras, said in December of 1984 
rt of $680,000 in Ameri- 
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group’s story is every bit as ex- 
otic as its name suggests. Al- 
though seemingly a private 
organization, it enjoys full diplo- 
matic status recognized by 37 
countries. Its Rome headquarters 
is treated as an embassy, and it 
sends out ambassadors and is- 


1530, to Malta. For 200 years 
the Order reigned on the island, 
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